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A playful form that offers comfort
whether sitting or lying
GUBI PRESENTS THE CROISSANT SOFA AND LOUNGE CHAIR BY ILLUM WIKKELSØ
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The Croissant Sofa and Lounge Chair, by
midcentury Danish architect and designer Illum
Wikkelsø (1919–1999), represent an elegant
and playful take on the traditional typology of
the Chesterfield sofa and club chair. Wikkelsø
believed that a chair was not just for sitting
upright, but that it should be comfortable no
matter the angle at which you sit – or even lie
down. He redefined these classic pieces for a
more relaxed audience emerging in the optimism
of the 1960s. The characteristic ‘croissant’ shape
reflects the same ingenuity and sense of humor
that saw him mount a sail onto his bicycle for
speedier travel as a child.

Jacob Gubi, Owner and Creative Director of GUBI,
says: “The Croissant Sofa and Lounge Chair are
such distinctive pieces, with their organic curves
and clean lines. At GUBI we pride ourselves on
having the creative curiosity and discerning eye
to unearth archival pieces that deserve to be put
back into production – the Croissant is the perfect
example of this.”
Wikkelsø believed that furniture should be built
to last, to indulge the body and to please the
eye. He worked with clean lines, but also had
a strong sense of organic expression. His deep
understanding of form was coupled with a

commitment to exemplary levels of functionality
and ergonomics. Having studied under the ‘father
of modern Danish design’, Kaare Klint, Wikkelsø
always focused on sublime craftsmanship and
attention to detail, but also had both the courage
and ability to develop his own innovative style.
“It makes us very happy that GUBI is putting our
father’s furniture back into production after all this
time. It pleases us and, not least, it would have
really pleased our father,” say Marianne Wikkelsø
and Carsten Wikkelsø, Illum Wikkelsø’s daughter
and son.
GUBI has gone back to Wikkelsø’s original 1962
design, embracing its sculptural and dramatic
presence, coveted organic curves, and sublime
craftsmanship. The characteristic ‘croissant’
form – named for its playful reference to the
iconic French breakfast pastry – is created with
meticulously hand-stitched flat piping in the fabric
version and leather piping in the leather version
to achieve the complex curves required. The
craftsmanship this demonstrates is in keeping
with Wikkelsø’s legacy as a trained cabinet
maker. Both the lounge chair and three-seater
sofa feature a base-frame and legs, made from
oiled walnut or oak, with a slight front-to-back
downward tilt and a curved detail into which slot
the seat and backrest.
In true Wikkelsø style, the horseshoe curve of the
backrest enables multiple alternative sitting and
lying positions, so each user can find their own
comfort, even though both the sofa and lounge
chair demand a fairly formal sitting position if the
sitter’s feet are on the floor. In collaboration with
the Wikkelsø family, and paying close attention to
the original drawings, the ergonomic lines have
been refined to reflect contemporary body sizes.
The Croissant Sofa makes a powerful statement
as a stand-alone piece, whereas the Croissant

Lounge Chair works well alone or in pairs as
‘fireside chairs’, and in varying settings such
as a members’ club, workspace or hotel lobby.
Wikkelsø is a new archival designer to the GUBI
Collection – his surprising twist on a classic form
fits perfectly within GUBI’s confident curation of
bold archival and contemporary designs.

Product Information
IN STORES:
Start of April 2021

RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICES:
Croissant Lounge Chair:
•
From 22.495 DKK (incl. VAT)
•
From 32.845 SEK (incl. VAT)
•
From 31.545 NOK (incl. VAT)
•
From 2,794 GBP (incl. VAT)
•
From 3,139 EUR (incl. VAT)
•
From 5,079 AUD (incl. VAT)
•
From 4,475 USD (excl. VAT)

Croissant Sofa :
•
From 39.495 DKK (incl. VAT)
•
From 57.645 SEK (incl. VAT)
•
From 55.395 NOK (incl. VAT)
•
From 4,903 GBP (incl. VAT)
•
From 5,509 EUR (incl. VAT)
•
From 8,919 AUD (incl. VAT
•
From 7,875 USD (excl. VAT)

DIMENSIONS:
Croissant Lounge Chair:

Croissant Sofa:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Width:
99 cm / 39 inches
Arm height: 57 cm / 22.4 inches
Total depth (frame): 88 cm / 34.6 inches
Arm width: 22 cm / 8.8 inches
Seat depth: 56 cm / 22.1 inches
Seat height: 46 cm / 18.0 inches
Total height (frame): 67 cm / 26.2 inches

Width:
230 cm / 90.5 inches
Arm height: 57 cm / 22.4 inches
Total depth (frame): 88 cm / 34.6 inches
Arm width: 22 cm / 8.8 inches
Seat depth: 56 cm / 22.1 inches
Seat height: 46 cm / 18.0 inches
Total height (frame): 67 cm / 26.2 inches

MATERIALS:
•
•

Legs: Walnut or oak finished with oil
Upholstery finish: Leather and fabric options
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